
 

changing love of the 
babe born in Bethlehem. 

  
  
 In peace -Joan 

 

Dear Friends, 

As the New 
Year begins we are 
still in the middle of 
Christmas ï it is twelve 
days of wonder and 
celebration.  It contin-
ues on until the magi 
arrive at the manger 
and offer to Jesus their 
gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh.   We 
know about them and 
can hum along the 
chorus to We Three 
Kings.  We can imag-
ine their fancy robes 
and camels (or picture 
Hawley Lawless, Dee 
Morse and Korty 
Church in the Christ-
mas pageant).  But 
sisters and brothers, 
the story isnôt only 
about what wise peo-
ple from the east did 
thousands of years 
ago it lives on as peo-
ple like us continue to 
make their way to the 
manger and offer their 
gifts.   Most of us have 
no plans to show up 
on a Sunday morning 
with gold, frankincense 
or myrrh.  We will 
come on foot or in cars 
no humped back cam-
els at all.  Since our 
lives are so different 
and we are so ordinary 
ï there really isnôt any-
thing that we have to 
offer to this babyéah, 
but there is.  We each 

have unique and need-
ed spiritual gifts that 
God has entrusted to 
us to be shared.  Real-
ly you ask?  Really.  
But what are they?  
What might we have 
we wonder. 

On Sunday 
January 22

nd
 the Rev-

erend Dr. Marlayna 
Schmidt will join with 
us and help us answer 
those questions.  She 
will preach during wor-
ship and then lead us 
in a workshop to help 
us discover our spiritu-
al gifts and discover 
how it is that we are 
needed and gifted to 
spread Godôs love and 
grace. All are wel-
come.  We will share a 
light lunch at 11:30 
and then have the 
workshop from 12-
1:30.  Please let me or 
the office know if you 
are coming (so no one 
goes hungry) and if 
you would like child 
care  (by January 15). 

I remain in 
awe of the way gifts 
are already shared in 
this community and I 
am excited to help 
more people recognize 
the spiritual gifts that 
they possess and can 
share and become 
more intentionally a 
part of sharing the 
good news and life 

From the Desk of Reverend Joan MacPherson 
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 Filling Your Cup 
 Thin Places Retreat 

 
 
February 17 (7 pm )  and 18 
(ending at 4:30 pm) 
Massachusetts Conference 
United Church of Christ, 
Framingham 
 
A Christian Spiritual For-
mation Retreat to 
-ground you spiritually 
-replenish your energy, joy, 
purpose 
-give you practices to keep 
your cup overflowing 
-help you live your life as a 
spiritual practice 
-discover your spiritual tools 
for the ups and downs of life 
This is a retreat for begin-
ners and long time travelers 
Cost is $65 without lodging 
$90 with lodging) 
Register by 10 February  
www.macucc.org/
registrations/register/79 
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Exploring Godôs Love in 

2012 
 
 

 
Gloria we sing.  The baby is 
born!  Now what?  We start 
the new year with a chance 
to say aloud the questions 
that confound us about God, 
Jesus, grace, hope, peace.  
To say the questions aloud 
and explore them in a safe, 
spirit filled environment.  
Come and bring a friend ï no 
experience needed ï Sunday 
evenings from 7-8:30 begin-
ning January 8

th
.  We will be 

working with the Living The 
Questions a dvd based series 
featuring the best of current 
theologians.  The series runs 
7 weeks 
An invitation to journey 
Taking the bible seriously 
Thinking theologically 
Stories of creation 
Lives of Jesus 
A passion for Christ ï Paul 
Out in the world ï challenges 
facing progressive Chris-
tians 

The class will be facilitated by 
Joan, Lori Townsend, Barba-
ra Taylor and Kay Weiner.  
Donôt miss out.  You can 
learn more about the series 
at 
www.livingthequestions.com.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hold out your Nativity Set  

Donôt Pack the Cr¯che 
 Just Yet 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Sunday January 8
th
 we will cele-

brate Epiphany in worship.  
Epiphany is the arrival of the 
magi at the manger and their 
realization of the power that is 
the infant Jesus.  We will sur-
round the sanctuary with cr¯ch-
es  - bringing you to us and re-
minding us the many different 
looks for all those who are led 
to the light and the love of the 
Prince of Peace lying in a man-
ger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Group ï for Main Street 

and Friends 

Come and See Whatôs Happen-
ing at The Barné 

 

Monday, January 23 7 pm  at 
The Barn 

Januaryôs Book - Faith under 
fire : an Army chaplain's memoir 
By Roger Benimoff 
 
More information?  Speak with 
Nancy Frick (978.388.6833; 
nancyfrick@comcast.net. or 
Kathy Scholtz (978.388.4733; 
kscholtz@verizon.net) 
 

http://www.macucc.org/registrations/register/79
http://www.macucc.org/registrations/register/79
http://www.livingthequestions.com
mailto:kscholtz@verizon.net
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January 9
th
 WATW 

In keeping with the need to 
reach out to the communi-
ty, the WATW will offer 
fleece blanket making for 
children in need. Bev 
Drew, involved with Blan-
kets for Kids, will host the 
evening. Some of the re-
cipients of these blankets 
are Pettingill House, 
Amesbury Pregnancy Cen-
ter and Amesbury Holiday 
Program. All materials will 
be provided. Join us on 
Monday, January 9th at 
5:30 for potluck and a night 
of fellowship. If there are 
questions, call Betsy Morin 
@ 603-770-7910. 

Bev suggested two women 
working on one blanket, 
which shouldn't take more 
than an hour.  

 

MEAL MINISTRY  

Can you help? We are 
blessed by many who cook 
and deliver meals to folks 
in our church who are in 
the idle of medical or other 
challenging times. Thank 
you. We would love to ex-
pand our options/providers 
of meals. We have a family 
that would be greatly bene-
fitted by getting meals 
twice a week in the new 
year as they love and live 
with a seriously ill infant. If 
you might/can consider 
cooking an occasional 
meal (or providing a meal 
from one of our great res-
taurants), then we would 
love to add you to our list. 

Please be in touch with Robin 
Schell (schellmanor@aol.com 

978-388-0108), Barb Bode 
(barbbode@comcast.net 
978.834.7855) or Louise 
McRae lsmcrae@verizon.net 
978.388.8473) or Rev. Joan 
to see how it works.  
 
 

 
 

ATTENTION 

The Steppe Up In Bargain 
Shoppe is in need of help on 
Tuesday mornings from 9 -
11:30 A.M. Duties: vacuum 
rug, carry bags to and from 
Parish House porch, carry 
items up or downstairs, recy-
cle bags to Holy Family park-
ing lot. Salary is $25 a week. 
If you or anyone you know 
might be interested, please 
contact Nancy Noseworthy at 
978-462-1318. 

 

 Wonôt you teach  
our children?  

 
Sunday School needs a 2

nd
-

3
rd
 grade teacher for the 2

nd
 

semester, starting January 
22, 2012. If you donôt want to 
commit to 2 Sundays a month 
teaching, maybe you and a 
friend would be interested in 
sharing the class ï then itôs 
only a once a month commit-
ment? If you are interested or 
hesitant, please reach out to 
Christine Cressey for more 
information. Chris-
tine_hassig@hotmail.com 
(thatôs an underscore be-
tween the names) or 
978.388.5010 (home phone). 

We will provide you with a 
lesson plan and any sup-
port/guidance you need/
want. 2

nd
 semester Sunday 

school lessons are planned 
for: Jan. 22 and 29; Feb. 12 
and 26; March 11 and 25; 
April 15 and 29; May 13 
and 27. And incase you 
are wondering, you donôt 
have to be a parent of a 
current Sunday school 
child and you are NEVER 
too old for Sunday 
schoolé 

 

 

mailto:schellmanor@aol.com
mailto:barbbode@comcast.net
mailto:lsmcrae@verizon.net
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MID WEEK BIBLE 

STUDY 

 

WEDNESDAYS 11-NOON 

WEBSTER ROOM OF THE 

PARISH HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN US TO READ AND RE-

FLECT ON THE READINGS 

FOR THE NEXT SUNDAY. 

THIS IS A TIME TO GROW IN 

FAITH AND CONNECTION 

AND CONSIDER HOW GOD 

IS STILL SPEAKING IN YOUR 

LIFE. 

FROM THE 

CHURCH  MAIL 

BAG 

Many Thanks 

Many thanks to everyone 

who set up, served, cleaned 

up and baked for the recep-

tion following the wonderful 

Christmas Concert. 

 

Dee Morse 

Thank you from the 

Board of Fellowship 

The Board of Fellowship 
would like to thank all of 
those who donated their 
time and or monies to 
help with the Thanksgiv-
ing gift baskets. We con-
tinue to get thanks from 
those who received the-
se. This was a wonderful 
way to reach out and let 
people know that they are 
loved and it would not 
have been possible with-
out the generous dona-
tions from you.  

Thanks,  

Sue OôHala 

HELP WANTED FOR MSCC WEEKLY VIDEO 

 
A video recording of our Sunday service is broadcast each week on Amesbury Community TV (ACTV). This is a 
great publicity opportunity to let others hear about the wonderful things happening at MSCC as well as letting 
members of the congregation no longer physically able to participate to remain connected to their faith community. 
We are looking for some additional technical help to take the digital camera recordings of the service and burn 
them onto a DVD for delivery to ACTV in time for the Wednesday afternoon broadcast slot. The work is easily per-
formed using a PC and some simple video editing software. The total process normally takes about one hour. We 
need one or two more people to help share the workload and help cover gaps due to business travel or vacation. 
Interested? Contact Steve Horhota after service or sthorhota@comcast.net. Training provided. Great opportunity 
for a younger member of the congregation looking for a different way to be of service to the MSCC community. 
Qualifies for AHS community service credit. 

Thank you thank you 
thank you! 

Throughout the year 
there are so many that do 
so much to make this 
community welcoming, 
heated, clean, inspiring.  
Much happens behind 
the scenes and we donôt 
know who you all are ï 
but we are grateful and 
you make a difference to 
many. 
 
Thank you! 
Joan 
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